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11r Bryan offered a "bill to establish two universities,'' as & 

substitute for the bill. 
Mr Scott offered a bill appropriating $1,000,000' of IW live 

per cent, United States bonds, ns an additional fund f~1niotn­
mon schools, as a substitute for tKe bill and enbstitute. ' 

On rnotioa of Mr Potter, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, 
P.M. ·:;;:·. 

3 o'clock, P. M!'" 
Senate met-roll called-no quorum. . · : 

·On motion of Mr Potter, the ::lenate adjourned until \J o'clock 
to~morrow morning. 

Tm:sn•Y, Dec. 11th, l855. 
The President called the Senate to order, pursuant. to ac)-

jonrnment-roll called-quorum present. . 
The Journal of yesterday was read and a,lopted. , 
Mr White presented the petition of Jas. Cnmmin, and ,the 

l'ctition of Donna lpez Rene, et. ul.-each referred to the come 
mitlee on Private Lund Ulaims. 

Mr Hill presented the petition of F"'mcis Blundell-referred 
to the committee q1i Private Land Claims. . 

Mr Snperviele presented the petition of Juan, and Juan 
Manne! Solo, and of Jose de Jesus Rodriguez;-each referreci to 
the committee on the Judiciary; and the petition of sundry 
citizens of Bexar county-referred to the committee on coun-
ties and county boundaries. . ,., .. 

Mr Truit prese11ted the petition of W. D. Gorden, of R: N. 
Askins, of Joseph Moore, und of Thomas . Patterson-referred 
to the corn1nitt1;:e on Private Land (Jlai1ns. 

Mr Palmer, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report: 

a11be·coJ1n1nittee on Public Lands, to which \Vas referred the 
"bill to am2nd the act of limitation, have had tbe same under 
consideratlon, and instruct 111e to report a substitute for the_ 
so.me, and recom1nend its passage. Tho only cbange_1nade in. 
the Statute is to 1·cr111it tt1c actual occupant of the soil to plead 
the Statute of li1nitatio11s agni11st tbe State and against marrie~ 
\VOtnen~ both of 'vhich changes it is believed by the con1mi~~ee 
will tend !lreatly to quiet the titles of property in t!.e counl•'J'." 

On motion of Mr Caldwell the rnle was suspended, anfl the 
report made the special order for Thursday next, 13tb.iqst. 

Mr-Wbite, from the cmnmitteo on the Judiciary, to· which 
was referred a "bill to quiet land titles, reported the same back 
and recommended it~ passage. 
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Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, made 
the following report. 

"The comn1i-ttce on J>ublic Lands1 to· \l.'hich \vas referred the 
petition of (jharlea Btlld,vin, •• scii~nee of G. B. Bro,vnrigO', have­
cousidered the s:unc, and li·o1n the faets presented, yo~r co1n-
1nittee are of the opinion lht\.t G. ll. Ut·u\vnrigg, the original 
grantee \Vas entitled to one ll:ngue and labor of l11nd, a') an 
ernigrant of tlic first c]a3s, to the hlte Ttepubtic of 'I'exas, and 
upon investigation your con11nittee find that there has been 
issued and patenteU tu said .J3ron•nrigg one labor of land, and 
that one lengnc of land \\':ts granted to hirn, on the 23d day 
of ·No....-etnber, 1835, by lJh<t='. S. Taylor, a coaunissioner author­
ized by the ~Icxicau authuritics to grnut deeds, lice. Aud the 
committee also find tLat grants, made after the 13th day of 
Nov., 1835, were declared nnll and void, by the 10th section of 
the general provisions of tho Constitution of tbc late I~epublic 
of 'l'cxas, mid that it is doclared iu the ~0th section of the 7th 
article of the State Constitution that no grant, declm·ed null 
and void by the CJ011stitntio11 of the T\.epub}ic of 1\:xas, shull be 
rein\·ested or reinstated, '-\:.c. On account of the coIJstitutiorial 
provision decl~rlug this• grant void, the co1n.rnittee are. of the 
opinion tl11.1t \\·c cannot reinstate, revit·e or contir1n, or in any 
other inanuer n10.ke good th4>! sa.id gr~\nt, but the C(Hll,1nittee are 
of opinion frorn the t!icts of the c:1sc, that t.he parties are cn!it]­
cd to relief, and thPreforl'1 the con1n1it.tee reco1nn1end lbnt"the­
Corn1nfos1011er of the General liand OHlce be reqnired to issue 
to the said parties a certiticn.tc for a. like n1nonnt of land, at any 
time that sitid parties inay return Said grant, and c:au<!el the 
sarne or any part thereof, un<l in vie\V of said recon11nendatiOn 
the nccompauying bill is respectfully reported for tbe favora· 
ble consideration of the Senate.~' 

A bill for the relief of G. B. Brownrigg, his heirs nnd as· 
signs"-rea<l first ti1nc. . 

Mr Griines, chairn1an of tlte connnit.tce on Fin:i'nce, to which 
was referred a. "hill n1aking aprropriations to pay the expenses 
of volunteers called into the service of the State, for the pro­
tection of the frontier, a~<l fOr other voluntecrser•iccs," repOrt­
ed the sarne back~ and rcco1n1nended its passage. 

Mr Gri1nes, chairn1a11 of the sa1ne con11nittee, inade the ·fol· 
lowing report: 

"The comrnittec on Fina.nee, to ,vhich \YM referred the peti~ 
tion of the citizens of Cotnal county, praying to be allow.ed to 
retain the Staie tax of their county for the term of !bur years, 
for the purpose of bnHdiug a. Court Honse. 

Tho 27th section of .the general provisions ot the Constitn-
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tlon•, declares that "taxation shall be·, equal ~d~ uniform, 
thr.oughout the State i all property .•h~ll. lie t'axed 1~ ptepbrti?Ii 
to its value." That is, tliat ev.ery mdiv1dual or poh1JcaT·dl)~1s­
ion of the State, shall contribute equally towards the suppo~t 
of the State Government, according to the v~l~e of their p~O)>-' 
erty. Now to grant the prayer of the pet1t10ners, would, m 
the opini?n of your com~ittee, he giving ex?lusive privilegeii 
to a certam county or port10n of the State, which would be con­
trary to the provisions of the Oonstitution1 and woulfflikewlse, 
be unjust and improper legislation. 

Your committee can readily conceive the·necessity, or rather 
utility of a good nnd sufficient Court House, and would recom­
mend to the citizens· to follow the example offered them by sev­
eral other counties, and assess· a special tax on their county for 
that purpose, for which purpose they submit the accompanying 
bill." 

A bill to authorize the County Court' of Comal county, to 
levy a special tax. tor the purpose of building a Court Honse 
-read first time. 

Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on Education, to 
whick was referrod a bill to incorporate Margaret Houston Col­
lege, reported the same back; and recommended its passage. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on.Public 
Debt, made the following report: 

The committee on Public Debt, to which was referred the 
petition of Randall Jones, have had the same under considera­
tion. It appears from the facts adduced, that the petiti6ner 
furnished a large amount of beef to the 'l'exas army in 1837, 
under contract with the commander General Houston, for 
which he received.in pay a large amount of promissory notes 
of the Republic of Texas, at their face value, upon which he 
alleges that he lost seventy-five cents on the dollar; to make up 
this deficiency he now asks $4650. The committee are not ap.. 
prized of the value of the promisory note• 11t the time the par­
ty received them; for aught we know they may have been 
worth their fiice value, and their depreciation may have taken 
place after they had passed from this party. 

To grant relief in this and like cases, would, in the opinion 
of your oommittee, be unwise legislation, the result of which 
would lead to a readjustment of most of the indebtedness of 
the late Republic of Texas, our laws for the adjustment of 
which we think should be final. I am, therefore, instructed by 
the oommittee to report adversely to the petition." 

Mr Millican offered the following resolution: 
"Resolved, that a select committee be raised for the purpose 

20 
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of inquiring into nnd prescribing the duties of the vai·ious offi­
cers employed by the Senate for the present session, and tha~ 
the same report accordingly-adopted. 

Messrs. Millican, Bryan and Taylor of Cass, were appointed 
the committee. 

Mr Flanagan introduced a joint reso1ntion, authorizing a 
vote of the people to be taken on the act of Congress, concern­
ing the Public Debt of the late Republic-read lirst time. 

Mr White introduced a bill to prevent fraud at elections,. and 
a bill to incorporate the Indianola and Victoria Railroad com­
pany--each read first time. 

Mr Flanagan introduced a bill to incorporate Shawnee· Lodge·, 
No. 15, I, Q. of 0. F.-read lirst time. 

Mr Martin introduced a bill for the relief of the people ol 
Navarro county-read first ti1nc. · 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was suspended-bill read 
second time, and referred to the c<>mmitree on the Judiciary. 

Mr Pirkey introduced a bill to vn!idate a survey and pa tent 
upon the headright certificate of John R Rogers-read first 
time. 

Mr Doane introduced a bill, snpplemental to an act for the 
relief of James W. Magoffin, nnd Hugh Stephenson, approved 
the 21st of Jan nary 185±-reud first time. 

On motion of Mr Doane, the rule was suspended-bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

On 1notion of Mr Taylor of Fnn-niri, i\iir Armstrong \vns ex 
cnsed frorn t1:ttenclance on the Senn.te, on account of sickness. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The bill creating a fund for the erection and support ot two 

State Universities, together \vitl1 the substitutes therefor, offer­
ed by Messrs. Bryan and Scott, being under consideration on 
yesterday when the Senate adjourned, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the bill and proposed sub· 
stitutes, \Vero referred to the co1nn1ittce on Education. 

The majority report of the committee on Internal Improve· 
ments, on a bill to amend an net to provide for the construction 
of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad, recommending the pas­
sage of the same, together with u minority report of the same 
committee, was read. 

On motion of Mr Martin, the bill and report were laid on the 
table, 

Report of the committee on Education, on a bill to provide 
for the invostment of the special school fund in the bonds of 
Railroad companies incorporated by the State, offering a sub­
stitute therefor, was read. 
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On motion of Mr Grimes, the.report and bill were:made the 
apecial,.orderfGr Mnndi>:J1 next, l.'llb inst. ·. ,, t;;~''' ;,:.c. 

A bill to amend the 21st sectidil-0f":m aet, entitloll ~iil!t'to 
organize county courts, appro,.ed 16th· March, 1848...;.reaihbird 
~. . . 

Mr McC111loch offered the following amend1nent·;:· .. . ."·' J 

"Provided that the comrnissioners Md chief jbstlceii'shaltlil.1 

allowed $3 00 per day, fot the special term, at whfoli thcj ex-
amined tl.ie books of the "assessor and collector." · . 

Mr Ffana(jan mov~d. to amend the amendment, by adding 
'"and all Oll!e>' special terms." · · · · · .·• 

On motion of Mr Potter, the amendment to the am.endin'ent 
was laid on the table. · . . · '" 

On motio1) of Mr Hill, the amendment· offered by Mr :McCal-
loch, was l:iid on the table. · · 

'l'he bill 1ms then passed. · . 
A bill to incllrporate Larissa College, read third time, , and 

passed by the following vote: · · · 
Y EAs--Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, 

Guinn, Hill, l..ott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Mil­
lican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, 
Supervei!e, 'l'aylor Of Cass, Tay!br of Fannin, T11ylor of Ho"l'Ill' 
ton, Truit, Weatherford and ·white, 26". NAYs~none.•·:··"'·.;" 

A bill to provide for. the investigation of land titles in ·certain 
eases, read third time, and passed by the following vote: 
·YEAs~Mcssrs. Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guin, Lott, ~ar~ 

tin, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of 
Hons ton, Truit, W eatberford, White and Wren, 16. 

NAYs-:llessrs. Bryan, Caldwell, Hill, McCulloch, Maverick, 
Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, Supervie!e, Taylor of Fannin, 
and Whitaker, 11. 

A bill fixing the salary of the Governor of the Stst.e, read 
third time, and passed by the following vole: · · 

Y F.As-Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Oald well, Doane; Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guion, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Pir-· 
key, (>otter, Scarborough, Snperviele, Taylor of Cass, Tay!o.r 
of Houston, Whitaker and White, 20. , ' 

NArs-Messrs. Burroughs, Martin, Millican, Russell; Scott~· 
Taylor of Fannin. Truit, Weatherford nnd Wren, 9. . . " 

The following bills were severally read third time and passed. 
"A bill to incorporate the city of Marshall." .· · 
"A bill relating to the duties of assessors and ccllect&i;s of 

Taxes. 
"A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Wingate." 
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"A bill to repea.1. an act to provide for the fasuance of bounty 
and donation land warrants, to persons entitled to the same." 

"A bill to quiet land titles," and 
"A bill for the relief of the heirs of John P. Rollers." 
"A bill to define rnore particularly the Western and North· 

em bonndary line of Milam Land District-read third time, 
and on motion of Mr Russell, laid on the taule. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, tlie vote on the pas•oge of the bill 
for the relief of J obn P. Robers was reconsidered, and 

On motion of Mr Trnit, the bill was laid on tho tahle. 
Mr Allen, chairman .of the committee on enrolled bills re-

ported 
"A bill for the relief of A. W. 0. Hicks." 
"A bill legalizing the creation of Yan Zandt connty." 
"A bill to mah valid surveys made by the county surveyor 

of Yan Zandt county," and 
"A. bill to create tho county of Parker," correctly enrolled, 

properly signed, and have been this duy presented to the Gov­
ernor for his approval. 

Tho report ot' tho coma1ittee on the Judiciary, on a bill to 
authorize the Di~trict Courts of the State, to hear and deter-
1nine claims and accounts ngainst the State, rccornmend tl.iat 
the same be laid on the table, was rend. 

Mr White by leave, made the following minority report: 
CoMMITTEE RooM, } 

November 301h, 1855. 
1 o the Honorable, the President of the Senaw. 

A nlinority of the co1n111ittee, to \vhom 'vas referred a bill an­
thorizing the District Courts, to hear and deter1nine cert~in 
claims against the State of Texas have disagreed with the 
m11jority of that committee in some features of this report. 

1'he minority, ho,vever., agree.s tl1at the bill as drafted would 
be objectionable, on the grounds that it would open tho door 
to fraudulent e!aims for spoliation by the enemy while occu· 
pying a portion of our territory. • 

The hiil is also too unguarded in its provisions, to protect the 
State from an indiscriminate allowance for losses caused by the 
negligence or fault of owners without any regard to the good 
of the army or the success of the war. 

But this minority are of opinion that there arc cases within 
tho scope of this bill that should be relieved, and that the bill 
provides a proper mode for their adjustment. We particular-
1.v allude to the settlers West of the Colorado, and East of 
the Guadalupe river, and perhaps the whole of OeWitt's col­
ony. This portion of tho country was peculiarly situated and 
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liable to great hardship. It was the portion of the country se­
lected by the army for the line of defence ; it was the place for 
the encampment of the Texas army, and the rendezvous of the 
volunteers ; J.t \Vas the only part of Texas 'vhcre ev.ery article 
ol private property suitable for snbsistance of the army waa 
called into requisition; and it is known to some of the commit­
tee thnt the great want of the supplies of subsistence frequent­
ly cansed struggles between the soldiers and citizens for the 
last bushel of corn, or last cow belonging to the settlements. It 
is a well kno\vn fact that there was not a cow, hog, or a bushel 
of corn left to the citizens in the vicinity of the army, and that 
the army was sustained by the property of the citizens till 
it \Vf\S all consn1ned. 

Up to this time the Legislature has refused to provide for 
these claims, while at the same time it has lent a charilable 
car to many claims of great amount which, in onr opinion, 
have no higher claims on the justice of the State, or of its 
kind consideration. We are also informed that the nctunl cit· 
izens in this district of country were te,v and poor, and that 
the amount of claims woHld not be great, while at the same 
titne it \vonld be rendering only shere jnstice to those entitled 
to its benefits and would divide the bnrthen of that dreadful 
day with thousands that arc now enjoying the fruit of the sac­
rific13 and peril of the early vioneers. 

Another reason for disagreeing with the inajority of the com­
mittee is, th~t that bill contemplates the auditing the claims for 
lands due under the laws ot the country for services rendered to 
the Republic of Texas; with these claims tho Legislature is now 
flooded insomuch that the businese which is properly the subject 
of Legislation is excluded by the Legislature undertaking to 
adjudicate rights which should properly belong to the J udicia· 
ry. The act limiting the jurisdiction of courts to which these 
claims were properly referred, is the cause of this crowd of 
claims which is now presented. 

That the District Court is the proper tribunal to which these 
claims should be referred, we have no doubt, for the reason that 
it would be chenp and convenient; each claimant could, withont 
the expense of travel, in his own county, where his witnesses 
live, and before a jury of twelve men, ncqnainted with hi! 
character, present his claim, and if just, with the hope of suc­
cess; and if not, he would scarcely face his neighbors with a 
fraud; or if he would, much 1nore so would he co1ne from 
home amongst strangers who are too often guided by the soft. 
nss of talk. 

We, therefore, recommend that the report of the majority be 
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rejected, and the bill recommitted to the committee of lhe ju· 
diciary with instrnclions to report a general bill for the purpose 
of auditing land claims, and a bill specially providing for 
claims of those who lived \Yest of tho Colorado river and East 
of the Guadalupe river, and the whole of De Witt's colony. 

. S. A. 'WHITE, one of the committtee. 
On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the bill aud rnpo1 ts were 

indefinitely postponed. 
A bill regulating the time of holding tLe courts in the sixlh 

judicial district, read and on motion of Mr White, laid on the 
table. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to 
legalize certain surveys lying between the counties of Bastrop 
and Burleson; offering a bill to legalize certain surveys lying 
between tho waters of the Colorado and Braws rivers, as a 
sub•titute therefor, was read, •ubstitut1 adopted, aud bill order 
ed to be engrossed. 

A bill to change the lime of holding courts in lhe tenth ju­
dieial district, read and on motion of ]\fr Guinn, laid on the 
t&ble. 

On motion of Mr Martin, a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
B. Y. Gillen, was .taken up, read second time, and referred to 
the e0mmitt.ee on Pablic Lauds. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, it was ordered that all bills on 
their second reading, be taken up and acted on. 

House bill to change the na1ne of Susan P. Cannon, to Su­
san P. Cook-read second time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

House bili for the relief of E. M. Thomason-read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, referred to the committee ou 
Private J,and Claims. 

House bill to incorporate Walker Lodge, No. 19, I.. O. of 0. 
F.-read second time, and ou motion of Mr Palmer, referred 
to the con1mittee on State Aft3.irs. 

House bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 
mileage, of the members of the sixth Legislature, and the per 
diem pay of the officers of the same-read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

House bill to provide a permanent and safe building for the 
use of the State department, the Executive and Attorney Gen­
eral of the State of Texas-read second time and on motion of 
Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the committee on Public Build­
ings. 

House bill to provide for the better security of the archives 
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ol the State department-rend se~ond time, and. on ruotion of 
Mr Scott, referred to the committee on State AffairSi11'-JMi.;,;-: 

House bill for the relief Of 0. M. Goolsby..:-1•ead·seuEibl) tibie, 
on motion of Mr Taylor of Cooe1 referred to the commililee on 
Private Land Claims, ··"Ok•,; 

House biH for the relief of R,. A. Powdrell ; read. ·se<i'ond 
time, nnd on motion of Mr Scott, referred to tho committe&en 
Private Land Claims. ·,. n,-1 

House bill to incorporate Jno. M. Gibson Lodge, No: 13\;·L 0. 
of 0. F.; read second tinle, mid on motion of Mr Taylt\r of 
Fannin, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Joint resolution relative to the votes of Senators Rusk and 
Houston, on the Kansas Nebraska bill ; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the commitlee on 
State Affairs.· ·· · · ·, . · 

House bill for the relief of Kindalis Bryan;. read. secon~ 
time, and on motion of Mr Potter, referred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts. · '· · 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John McCormick; r.ead 
second time, and on motion of Mr· Palmer, ·referred te the 
cominittee on Private.Land Clain1s-. · ;·~1 .·:ii.· ' 

A bill to incorporate Brazoria county Insurance CoinpRn}"'; 
read second time, and on motion. of Mr Bryan; referr<!d In the 
committee on the Judiciary. · ' ' . · ' ., · . 

A bill to legitimate Donaciana Howland, daughter of .S .. W. 
Howland, dec'd.; read second time, and on motion of Mr;G:urnn, 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary"· · '· ,_. 

A bill requiring Chief Justices of county courts, t& give bilnd 
for the faithful performance of their official duties; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to. the Ja, 
diciary committee. · . 

A bill to incorporate Ida Lodge, No. 14, I. 0. of 0. F.; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr Taylor of Casa, referred to 
the committee on State Alfairs. 

A bill to amend, an act to incorporate Chapel Hil!Oollege; 
read second time, nnd on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, refer. 
red to the commit\.ee on Education. 

A bill to repeal an act regulating estrays; read second lime; 
and on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. , , ;·.· 

A bill to amend the 4th section of an act, regulating•. and 
restraining the sale of spirituous liquors, approved February 
l lth, 1854; read second time, and on motion of Mr Scolt, re-
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. . 

A bill for the.relief of the heirs of T. M. Mayher; read sec: 
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ond time, and on motion of ll'lr Hill, referred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts. 

A bill to create the county of Caddo; read second time, and 
on motion of i\1r Allen, retCrred to the co1n1nittee on Counties 
nnd County Boundaries. 

A. bill for the relief of S'meon T. Hart; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr Weatherford, referred to the committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
of the State; read second time, and referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary, on motion of Mr. Palmer. 

A hlll to provide for the transfer of certain books, papers, 
archives, and records, frotn the Adjutant; General's offices to 
the General Land office; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr Potter, referred to the committee on Public J,ands. 

A bill to regulate the sale of •pirituous liquors in the several 
conn ties of the State; read second tiine, and on motion of Mr 
White, referred to the comnnttee on State Affairs. 

A bill authorizing the use of the Spanish language, before 
J uatice's court.a in certain cases, in the counties "\Vest of the 
Guadaloupe river; read second time, and on motion of Mr 
Superviele, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of S. F. Sparks; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Whitaker, referred to the committee on Pri­
vate Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of the assignee of David Spears; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr Taylor of Houston, referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to,ameud the 1st sect10n of an act to provide for the 
appointment of Patrols, and to prescribe their duties and pow­
ers; read second ti1ne, an on motion of Mr Scott, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Oonstituti­
on; read second ti1ne, and on motion of Mr Guinn, retCrred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to create the county of Atascosa; read scc.•nd time, 
and on motion of Mr Superviele, refCrred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill for the relief of James M. Day; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr McCulloch. reforred to the committee on 
Finance. ' 

A bill for the relief of Simon Cockrell and others; read sec­
ond time, and on motion of Mr McCulloch, referred to the com­
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

A. bill for the relief of Henry Stout; read second time, and 
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<in motion of Mr Rllilsell, referred to the committee on P11blie 
Lands. 

A bill for tbe relief of Mercer Fune, senior, and William Y. 
liewitt; reaU second tirae. antl on moEion of Mr Truit referred, 
to lhe cotnmittce on ClairnB and Accounts. 

A bill for the relief of Ilezekinh Oeoqze; read second tim9' 
and on motion Bf Mr Flanagan, referred to the committee on 
Private Lnnd Cbims. 

11. "bill to abolish the office of J us•ice of the Peace, in the 
cotporu.t;e 1imits of tLe city of Broi,vnsville1 n.nd to invest the 
Mayor of snid city with the powerB of Jusltce of the Peace· 
read second time1 :and on 1notiou o0f Mr Scarboro11gb, referred 
to t~e committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution concerninf! the Public Debt tend second: 
time, and on motion of Mr Rill, refencd to tbe committee on 
Public Debt. 
· .A bill for thG relief of Wm. lluwlins; read secGnd t.ime, a.nd 

on motlon.(lf tVh W "athedord, refmrcd to the committee on Pub· 
lie Lands. 

A blil for the relief of John McCoy ; read second time, and 
on m-otion of &1r Gltinn, referred. to the committee on Pciva.te 
Ln~d Clnim3. 

A bill to C"lLnnge the t[me of holding the courts in the 13th 
Judici"l Di$trict; rc:td $(;':~·:ind- tinle) nnd cin motioJ:1. of Mr 
Miilie1tn, referrecl to the <;01nmitteu on th0 .Jndicin.ry .. 

A. bill for the relief of ,John Spnrke ;. read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Whitaker •• referred to the committee on Pri· 
va~ Lan<l OJrLiina. · 

A bill to require tile retmn of 1111conditfon11l lieadright cer· 
tificMee in cn•tain case. ; re•d second time, aud on motion of 
Mr 'l.'ayfol' of Oass, referred to the committee on Poblic Laadll'. 

A. bill to am~ncl an net <>ntitled ao act to incorporate the 
Mem11his, EL l?t1so and Ptlcific Railroad compm1y; read sec­
ond tlm e, nnd on motion of Mr AUen,, referred to the commit­
tee on Inte1:nal Impmvemenl>; . 

.A. bil1 for the purehaoe ol" "site,, and erection of a Store 11nd 
Wntehouse, and for other purpose.a· rMd second time, and on 
moti<m of Mr IV Gt\thetford. refci•re& 10 the committee on 1he 
Penitentiary. · 

A bill to. ndooit to i·ecord nnthe1itic copies of certain lnst.ru· 
mcnts; l'<lRdEeoond time, nnd on motion of Mr. Taylor 0£ Oaes, 
referred. to the -co111n1ittae on the- Judiciary. 

Mr Hill {by 1e~ve) introduced" bill to define the 1st Judicial 
District, and to fix the time of holding the district caurta there-
in; rea.ci first tin1e. 2L 



On motion ol Mr Hill, the rule was suspended, bill renll 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Ta;ylor of l+'annin, introduced (by leave) a bill for the re­
lief of Tl\o~. Ragsdale, et. al.; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fanniu, the rule was suspended;. 
bil\ read s~cond time, and referred to the committee on Fi-
:w.ari~e,,op motion of Mr Potter. , 

A bil1 authorizing the Comptroller to issue certain lost eer­
tificates of stock on certain conditions was taken up; read and 
ori!.ered to be engrossed . 
. . On _motion of Mr Potter, the ruh> was suspended ; bill read 
t)iird time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Casa, the Senate adjourned nnlil 
3 o'clock, i>. 11. 
' . . 3 &'clock, P. M­

Senate met-roll called-quorum present. 
The first reading of the bill to prescribe a code of civil pro­

eed~e for the State ol Texas was resumed. 
Oh motion of Mr Potter, the Senate adjourned till to-mor­

row morning, 9 o'clock, 

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 12th, 1855. 
The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant t• 

adjournment-roll called-quorum present. 
'l'he Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr Doane presented the petition of Joel L. Ankrum, referred 

to the commtitee on the Judiciary. 
Mr Burroughs presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 

county of Newton, referred to the committee on Internal Im­
prdvementS; 
· · Mr Milliean presented the petition of suRdry members of th" 
bar in the 13th Judicial District-referred 10 the committee on 
Jndicfal Districts: 
· Mr Maverick presented the petition of H. L. Upshur, referred 

to the commmittee on the Judiciary, and ihe petition ol "B. W. 
Gillock"-referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr· Russell from tho committee on engrossed bills reported 
' "A bill to legalize certain surveys, lying between the water!> 
di the Brazos and Colorado Rivers," and • 

"A bill to authorize the Comptroller to issue certain lost c'er­
Sifi<!ates of Stock on ccrtuin condicions"-correctly engrossed. 

Mr Scott, chairmtl!l of the committee on Public Lands, to 
which was referred "A Bill to provido for the transfe• of certain 
books, papers, archives nod records from the adjutant General's 
office, to the General Land Office!' reported the same back and 
1ecomrucnded its passage* 


